A Word in Edgewise   . . .
 
       It is budget season and we are faced with dealing many complicated issues that face our community.  And as part of the budget process we must decide what we should fund, how much staff is needed, whether capital outlay is prudent and finally what are the financial implications of our decisions.
 
          Last week I watched as we hit a snag on our discussions about funding jail services and all the complicated legislative and judicial encumbrances that guide the sheriff in fulfilling his duty.   Certainly there are no easy answers to many of the confounding issues swirling around the whole criminal justice system.  We want our community to be safe and free from the ‘criminal element’ and at the same time we want to spend less money arresting, prosecuting and housing the increasing number of individuals  that fall under the Sheriff’s purview.
 
          This is an important issue to resolve for our community.  Smart, community minded people in orchestration with professionals in the legal, judicial and law enforcement fields have to work together to understand the root causes, deal with the burgeoning population and thoughtfully and systematically make incremental changes that truly make a difference.   Acrimony, adversarial relationships, and political maneuvering have no place in the resolution of this complicated, expensive and immediate problem that faces us.
 
          It does us no good in advancing effective solutions to push agendas, stonewall or name call.   After all the electorate voted for the legislators that make the law and voted for the J  udges and District Attorney that interpret and enforce the law and voted for the  Sheriff that administers the court orders and runs the jail.   While I want to be fiscally responsible with the budget for all of this, it is a fact that other duly elected officials have extremely important knowledge and input to the needs of their particular area.   And they have accountability to the electorate, too.
 
          This problem needs to be resolved for the community.  I believe that it can.   But only with a genuine respect for all involved and an attitude that good things can happen when no one cares who gets the credit.   That’s all for this week.   Thanks for letting me get a word in edgewise.      tn
 
         
