A Word in Edgewise . . .
 
          Every once in a while an issue comes along that gives you pause to shake your head violently to gather your thoughts and try to understand all the unintended consequences and competing interests.   So it is with the topic of whether to buy land to put together a “shovel ready” industrial park or let private developers handle that for all prospective businesses that we try to lure to the region.   There are certainly several different schools of thought on the topic.  And many other minor subjects to be worked out as we analyze what is right for our community. 
 
          Last week we heard a presentation by Chris Chronis, the County’s Chief Financial officer on property in Belair proposed for purchase to develop as  “shovel ready” industrial sites.   Many times that is a key factor to the re-location of a company to a new area.   Other jurisdictions have stepped up, assembled large industrial sites and made them available as part of enhanced economic development packages for prospective users.   There is a compelling story on why this kind of action is prudent and necessary when competing for new business.   And there is reason to consider offers such as the Belair site to enhance the region’s economic viability when going head to head with other aggressive localities.
 
          The Greater Wichita Economic Development Coalition feels that it is an important tool in the arsenal  of attractants to business clients.   The County will have to weigh the pluses and minuses and make a decision at some point as to whether the Belair site is valuable and viable in this quest to be competitive.   Last week the commission opted to slow down and make sure we had all the pertinent information necessary to make such a big decision and investment.
 
          I am sure we will continue to take input and ideas for the next several weeks.   This week we had a public hearing on the topic to gather data and thoughts from the public.  It is imperative that we understand all the moving parts and also understand the many varying opinions from the public before we make any final decision.   Personally I am in favor of organized industrial parks with infrastructure available.   And I am not opposed to it being put together by a governmental entity if a business case is well thought out and due diligence done on other available options.  Certainly we will whack at this quite a bit in the next several weeks/months.
          That’s all for this week.   Thanks for letting me get a word in edgewise.              tn
