A Word in Edgewise . . .
 
          I have dealt with many confounding issues while I have been a Commissioner but I have to tell you none have risen to the level of consternation and sleeplessness than the water issues that plague citizens in my district.   Stormwater runoff, groundwater levels, drainage plans and maintenance, etc. have occupied a significant part of my commission agenda.   We are making progress on determining best solutions I am convinced.  One of the difficulties is the breadth of the problem and the proliferation of new issues before we  totally get a handle on the existing ones.   In a state that is yearning for a generous and stable water supply, these water issues  are certainly conflicting.                   
          My writing  today is not so much to delve into a lot of details about the individual water problems or to try to offer up a definitive solution on all of them, but rather to articulate that there is still a focus on the varying and complicated water issues, that projects are  being worked on, and that my resolve to deal with all the different water issues has never been stronger.   For those with the problems that have affected their quality of life, I understand the criticism of the slow, plodding nature of this process.   Certainly, I wish there were no competing interests, funding restrictions, governmental agencies and regulations, and various other roadblocks to overcome.  And putting Mother Nature on hold while we worked this out would sure be nice.
 
          Many of these issues are not the typical projects that local governments are involved with.   We don’t naturally set aside funding for any of the cost and it is hard to describe and plan for ongoing maintenance and sustainability.   Some of the drainage and groundwater issues have been around for awhile … others have just recently begun to manifest themselves in a way that affects property and the flow of people’s everyday lives.   And finally, not every elected official and staff member has the same viewpoint of government’s involvement in the resolution and funding of some of these dicey water issues.
 
          I am dedicated to continue the work on finding solutions to these nagging problems.   Some will require County involvement.  All will require citizens input, buy-in, and patience.    And depending on the nature of the fix, who it affects, the magnitude of the ongoing maintenance and operation, it might require citizen participation in additional funding.   And given the nature of the emotion involved I am fully aware that some one won’t like the solution, will criticize the process, and refuse to participate.                  
 
          That’s all for this week.  Thanks for letting me get a word in edgewise.      tn   
 
